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“For then shall be great tribulation, such as was not since the beginning of the world to this                  
time, no, nor ever shall be” (Matthew 24:21, KJV). 
 
Hell on earth sounds like overkill, nevertheless it is the truth. Our subject begins with a bang                 
to say the least. The Lord Jesus sums up in our text the effects of what is referred to as “the                     
great tribulation.”  The Lord Jesus tells us like it is, and will be. 

Many people have questions about the future, and for good reason. It seems anywhere you               
look there are signs that indicate the promised great tribulation is at hand. Many of these                
signs are described in the Bible. Even if you are not familiar with the Bible, common sense                 
may be leading you to similar thoughts. 

Our text is referring to the wrath of God that is directed toward all unbelievers who reject                 
Christ, and all lukewarm professing church attendees. “So then because thou art lukewarm,             
and neither cold nor hot, I will spue thee out of my mouth” (Revelation 3:16). 

As referenced in the opening Scripture, there will be suffering beyond anything mankind has              
ever experienced, just as Jesus said, “…such as was not since the beginning of the world to this                  
time, no, nor ever shall be.” These are the words of Christ describing the great tribulation in                 
which it seems all hell will break loose.  If you think this is overkill, brace yourself. 

All Heaven stands in awe of the horrors that God will rain down upon the earth. “And when he                   
had opened the seventh seal, there was silence in heaven about the space of half an hour”                 
(Revelation 8:1). What a sobering image this is as all Heaven stands still for one-half hour as                 
God prepares to exact His finishing fury on rebellious unbelievers who have rejected His Son,               
Jesus Christ, as Lord of their lives. 

In Revelation, Chapters 8, 9, and 16, we are told how the Lord will usher in a sequence of                   
supernatural disasters, the magnitude of which have never been seen or experienced on this              
earth. These disasters are the results of seven judgments that God will rain down on earth.                
The first four of these judgments consist of hail and fire mingled with blood. When they are                 
cast upon the earth, the result is drastic. A third part of vegetation, trees, and grass will be                  
burnt up. A third part of the sea life will die, and a third part of the ships at sea will be                      
destroyed.  Also, major water sources will be poisoned and many will die.  (Revelation 8) 

Yet there remain three more judgments and, as hard as it is to believe, the remaining three are                  
far worse. The earth will groan under the heavy hand of God’s judgment. At this point, John                 
sees an angry angel fly across Heaven who shouts with a loud voice, “…Woe, woe, woe, to the                  
inhabiters of the earth by reason of the other voices of the trumpet of the three angels, which                  



are yet to sound” (Revelation 8:13). 

Men will be tormented so much that they will cry out to die but God will withhold death for a                    
season to punish them because they rejected His Son, Jesus Christ. 

Scripture proceeds to describe hideous creatures called locusts, so huge that the sound of              
their wings is “…as the sound of chariots of many horses running to battle” (Revelation 9:9).                
Their mission is to torture men and women night and day. However, following judgments that               
are more severe will eclipse these judgments. At this point, God’s righteous anger will then               
pummel the earth with disaster after disaster. As we read on, we see that one third of                 
humanity, estimated at about two and one-half billion, will be killed. “By these three was the                
third part of men killed, by the fire, and by the smoke, and by the brimstone, which issued out                   
of their mouths” (Revelation 9:18). In spite of all this, the rest of those who are not killed by                   
God’s plagues refuse to repent. “And the rest of the men which were not killed by these                 
plagues yet repented not of the works of their hands, that they should not worship devils, and                 
idols of gold, and silver, and brass, and stone, and of wood: which neither can see, nor hear,                  
nor walk” (Revelation 9:20). 

But this need not be the case with you. God has provided a way of escape. Jesus promised                  
the most profound and amazing rescue that God has ever orchestrated, called the “Rapture,”              
an event in which Christ returns for God’s people, those who are prepared for His promised                
way of escape before this great tribulation takes place. 

Jesus told us, “Watch ye therefore, and pray always, that ye may be accounted worthy to                
escape all these things that shall come to pass, and to stand before the Son of man” (Luke                  
21:36). To be accounted worthy is to be born again (John 3:3, 5) and to be filled with the                   
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Spirit (Acts 2:4) that you may be led of the Spirit (Romans 8:14) . Oh, sinner, backslider,                
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lukewarm Christian, won’t you open your heart and let Jesus in? Ask the Lord to forgive you of                  
your sins, come into your heart, and be your Savior. 

 

 

 

1 “Jesus answered and said unto him, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born again, he                    
cannot see the kingdom of God.…Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born of water and of                     
the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God” (John 3:3, 5). 

2 “And they were all filled with the Holy Ghost, and began to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit                    
gave them utterance” (Acts 2:4). 

3 “For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are the sons of God” (Romans 8:14). 
 


